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Germans are not only world-
leaders when it comes to 
building cars and running trains 
on time but also when it comes 
to being funny. 
 
Jawohl, German humour is the 
best humour in the world! 
 
German humour is brave, 
thought-provoking, extremely 
opinionated and at times even 
amusing.  
 
Unfortunately, due to the 
British inability to speak a 
second language it’s virtually 
unknown on these shores. 
 
This is where German Comedy 
Abassador Henning Wehn and 
Otto Kuhnle, Germany’s 
foremost Yodelmeister come to 
the rescue. 
 
1000 Years of German 
Humour will show some of the 
many highlights of one 
magnificent millennium of 
Teutonic jolliness. 
 
Expect in-depth analysis of 
humouristic evergreens such 

as spilling beer, eating your sausage with ketchup rather than mustard (Germany’s most 
disgusting physical joke), and appreciating the music of Richard Wagner. 
 
And it seems that British critics and audiences are slowly coming 
round to appreciate real (German) humour. Herr Kuhnle’s trouser-
dropping interpretation of Bach’s Badinerie, got nominated for the 
inaugural Malcolm-Hardee-Award at this year’s Edinburgh Festival. 
 
To avoid disappointment it has to be made clear that 1000 Years of 
German Humour will not be real-time. Instead the infotainment has 
been crammed into action-packed 5412 seconds.  
 
On the dot  - because timing is the secret of German comedy. 
 
Deutschland über alles! 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Henning Wehn  arrived on this shores in 2002 to 
implement Customer Satisfaction Indices at Wycombe 
Wanderers FC having worked in a similar role for former 
German cup winner KFC Uerdingen. He initially planned 
to stay for only one year but the good weather, the tasty 
food and the beautiful women made him stay. 
 
In order to blend in with the locals he decided to get 
extremely lazy, to spend money he didn’t have and most 
importantly: to unjustifiably bang on about his great sense 
of humour. 
 
He therefore took office as German Comedy Ambassador 
to the United Kingdom in October 2003. This turned out to 
be not the easiest of jobs because Germans allegedly do 
not have a sense of humour. Herr Wehn does not find that 
funny but thrives on the low expectations. You must know 
that Henning never did stand-up back home. He simply 
isn’t good enough to cut it in the Fatherland. 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Berlin-based Otto Kuhnle on the other hand is a prime 
example of a versatile German entertainer and actor. He 
sings, dances, juggles, plays several instruments, does 
magic tricks and, despite his old age, is a real looker (or so 
he thinks). The quality of his set pieces which he performs 
up and down Germany varies between funny and very 
funny.  
 
Unlike Herr Wehn, Herr Kuhnle insists in mentioning that he 
has a profound and serious side to his professional life.  
He has worked as an actor in movies such as Der Himmel 
über Berlin (Wings of Desire) or Die Brüder Skladanowsky 
(The Skladanowsky Brothers), both directed by Wim 
Wenders. 
 
Back in 2005 Herr Kuhnle donned his finest socks and 
sandals and decided to inspect London’s comedy circuit. 
 
In order to impress the simple-minded people of Britain he 
added stereotypical German props such as Lederhosen 
(short leather trousers), Maßkrug (beer stein), 
Gartenzwerge (garden gnomes) to his props. 
 
 

 



 
 
 
It was on this trip that Herr Kuhnle and Herr Wehn met by chance at Pearshaped, a small 
London comedy club. The comedy night both turned up for got cancelled but Herr Wehn and 
Herr Kuhnle got their steins out and after much thigh-slapping they decided to meet the next 
day outside London Eye to sing German folk songs. 
 
The rest is, if not history, at least the beginning of a beautiful friendship that greatly benefits 
Anglo-German relations. 

 

 
 

Since then they have appeared at several corporate gigs, had three successful shows at the 
Edinburgh Festival, 1000 Years of German Humour (2008), A Beginner’s Guide to German 
Humour (2007) and Three World Cups and One World Pope (2006). They also had several 
successful runs at The Questors Theatre Ealing and New End Theatre Hampstead. 
 
Last but not least Herr Wehn and Herr Kuhnle presented Tourism Guide to Germany on 
Channel 4. 
 

 

Yodeling, wurst-eating,  
gnome-juggling. 

 
Teutonic jolliness at its best. 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

1000 Years of German Humour 
 

Henning Wehn's fourth Fringe outing must surely 
be a gateway to greater things for this sublime, 
London-based German. As the title suggests, 
1000 Years Of German Humour is an infectiously 
silly show that deliberately plays up to German 
stereotypes in order to subtly make fun of 
Britain's own bigotry and misconceptions towards 
the country.                              
 
In this zippily paced piece, Wehn takes care of 
the stand-up - his prolific output is satirical, 
topical (he's particularly fond of tackling football 
and Max Mosley) and at times devastating funny: 
one terrific joke illustrates the virtues of precision 
timing in humour like no other.                
 
His Düsseldorf-based partner Otto Kuhnle is a 
variety star in Germany and it's through his 
theatrics that all the show's stars - Snow White, 
sausages, David Hasselhoff, lederhosen and 
Knut the rejected polar bear - are brought to life.  
At one point Bach features, too: Kunhle winds up 
playing his Badinerie - now more famous as a 
Nokia ringtone - on the flute, lying on his back, 
trousers round ankles.                       
             
Judging from the ignorance and stereotyping he 
encountered from English youngsters at a recent 
Comedy For Kids gig, Wehn knows he can keep 
this shtick up for a while. Shamefully, that's a 
happy thought indeed. 

 
 

Sharon Lougher, August 2008  
http://www.metro.co.uk/ 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 
 

 

1000 Years of German Humour! 

HERRN Wehn and Kuhnle, international 
ambassadors of German humour, are back (it is not 
only when Germans lose that they come back to fight 
again). Last year's funfest was A Beginner's Guide to 
German Humour. But, such are the skills of the two 
that,  
 
if you missed the guide last year, you will have no 
problem, this year, in understanding the many ways in 
which Germans have been hilarious for 1,000 years.  
 
It has to be one of the most unusual, bravest comedy 
shows you will ever see. Yes The Jim Rose Circus 
has broken glass and racoon traps, but 1000 Years of 
German Humour has Bach, Snow White and Wagner. 
Henning Wehn is a comic well known to circuit 
audiences, and watching him play with British 
prejudices about Germans is wonderful. His attack on 
what was the Perrier award is as hilarious as it is 
vitriolic, his pondering the democratic credentials of 
the Dalai Lama thought-provoking and his description 
of Coventry is probably the most dangerous gag on 
the Fringe. I laughed so much I gave myself earache. 
 
Otto Kuhnle is a wealth of talents wrapped in 
"Teutonic jolliness" and occasional Lederhosen. He is 
a very classy performer indeed. Something of the 
straight man to Wehn, he is someone I could watch 
for hours. He plays flute, sings Wagner (old Rikki 
being something of a seminal figure in German 
humour), yodels, charms sausages, does a bell-
ringing act with a polar bear and makes an endearing, 
if unusual, Snow White. Herr Kuhnle also gives the 
definitive demonstration of German humour, and 
explains why the greatness of the genre cannot be 
denied – this is something you must not miss. The two 
are a glorious double act and their show is one hour 
of clever, classy comedy. This is one of few shows on 
the Fringe where you never know what to expect. And 
it isn't the Spanish Inquisition. 

 
 
Kate Copstick, August 2008 
http://www.scotsman.com/ 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

1000 Years of German Humour 
It's silly, it's German, it's incredibly humorous. 
Henning Wehn's dry wit is spectacular, and Otto 
Kuhnle's slightly off the wall, musical interludes 
are impressive, if nothing more than elaborate 
japes.  

In this performance the pair explore traditions in 
German humour and storytelling, but it's not 
really about this, more the English perception of 
stereotypical German humour, and they play with 
this idea terrifically.  

The resulting concoction is fast paced, stupid 
comedy dressed up in lederhosen. If sausage 
based slapstick is appealing, you will love it; if 
not, go anyway, because it's bloody brilliant. Oh, 
and they do mention the war, but I think they get 
away with it. 

 

 
August 2008 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

1000 Years of German Humour  
The Tuxedo Cat 

This is possibly the weirdest, most unexpected hit 
at this year's festival. 

Henning Wehn and Otto Kuhnle are a pair of German 
comics who defy categorisation. Wehn is a stand-up 
who frequently ventures into very un-PC territory while 
keeping a very Germanic precision to his delivery 
(helped by his ever-present stopwatch). 

Kuhnle is more of a physical performer, with a rubbery 
face, operatic voice and stunning circus-y skills (his 
broom dance draws huge cheers). 

It all adds up to a very odd sum indeed - a show that's 
funny even when it's not funny. 

As they observe, Germans are often thought of as 
humourless, and while that's clearly not the case here, 
the laughs are often generated by playing on the 
stereotypes we have of the nation. 

Hearty stuff doled out by some seriously skilled 
performers. 

John Bailey, April 14, 2009 

http://www.theage.com.au/articles/2009/04/14/1239474862
782.html  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
This show was nominated for the  
12th Annual Barry Award 



 
 

 

 
 

 

What the Edinburgh critics made of 
Herr Wehn and Herr Kuhnle’s 2007 
sell-out show, A Beginner’s Guide to 
German Humour 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

I had very low expectations of this show, I have to 
confess. How wrong I was. This is a genuine 
gigglefest from start to finish. Who knew that German 
humour could be witty, ironic, dry, satirical and utterly 
charming? 

 
 In the midst of brilliantly conceived and executed 

sight gags involving gnomes and hats, the pair send 
up British stand-up with the sort of attention to detail 
that indicates they know and understand everything 
about the form. Brilliant. 

 

 

Deliciously playing up to every stereotype 
imaginable, this autocratic tour of German humour is 
painfully funny. With each misconception that was 
turned back against us 'Britishers', I found myself 
laughing louder and louder.  

 

 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Contact: 
 

 
Ian Wilson 

3, The Raven 
140, Westbridge Road 

London SW11 3PF 
Tel:+44 (0)207 223 7112 
Email: imwpuk@aol.com 

 
Henning Wehn 

183, Cranley Gardens 
London N10 3AG 

Tel: +44 (0)7985 139778 
Email: contact@henningwehn.de 

 
 
 
 
 

www.germanhumour.com 
 

www.henningwehn.de 
 

www.ottokuhnle.de 
 
 

 


